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For all members of the Zuari - Chambal combine spread across the country and 

abroad, the passing away of Dr. K.K. Birla, the founder of our great family is a 

moment of deep sorrow.

Dr. Birla was not only a doyen of business and industry in the country, but he was a 

leader who set the highest standards in public life in tune with ancient traditions of 

India.

The country will long remember him as a visionary who saw great future for the 

Indian nation.  He had great faith in the farmers of India and always stressed the 

significant role of agriculture in the Indian economy.  It was this faith which 

inspired him to make large investments in capital-intensive fertilizer plants.  Truly, 

he was a pioneer in building the private sector in the fertilizer industry.

The choice of locations of Goa, then a newly liberated territory and Gadepan, a 

backward region of Rajasthan, for setting up of high-tech fertilizer plants 

demonstrated his zeal for developing hitherto untapped areas. 

His concern for building up teams of executives for ever new ventures resulted in 

creation of a large reservoir of talents in the group. He believed in training and 

developing young people to take up new responsibilities. During his long and 

eventful stewardship, he inspired three generations of professionals.

Being a Karma Yogi, his vision extended beyond the call of business in realms of 

nation building such as education, science and technology and India's spiritual 

heritage. The Goa branch of the Birla Institute of Technology and Science, founded 

and nurtured by him, will ever stand as a monument to his exceptional foresight 

and wisdom.

The kindly light that led us in our finest moments and hours of need is no more 

there to guide our steps.  We pledge to follow the footprints of the great leader.

H.S. Bawa
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Born at Pilani in the northwestern Indian state-Rajasthan, Dr. 

K.K. Birla was a part of India's leading Industrial family 'The 

Birlas'.

The 'Birla family' is one of the foremost business houses in 

India. Their businesses vary from commodities and textiles to 

automobiles and telecom. The founder of the Birla Group was 

Baldeodas Birla, a member of the successful Maheshwari 

Marwari community from Pilani, in the westerly state of 

Rajasthan. He moved to Calcutta to set up the family business 

during the late nineteenth century and with it, established close 

ties with the freedom movement of the time.
Shri Shivnarayan, Great Grandfather of 

Shri K.K. Birla (about 1905).

T Legacy he 'Birla' 

Shri K.K. Birla's  mother Smt. Mahadevi Birla, who died 

in 1926.

Shri K.K. Birla's  father  Dr. G.D. Birla,  when he was a 

young boy (about 1906).

04

Three sons of Dr. G.D. Birla – Lakshmi Niwas, Krishna Kumar and 

Basant Kumar – youngest in 1930s.

Shri K.K. Birla, his younger 

brother Basant Kumar, 

cousins Madhav Prasad, 

Ganga Prasad, Girdhar Das 

Kothari and cousin sister, 

Ganga Bai In 1928.

His Early Years

Shri Krishna Kumar Birla was born at Pilani, 

Rajasthan, in Samvat 1975 on the auspicious day 

of  Gopashtami  which fa l ls  on Kart ik  

Shuklashtami. As Hindu festivals celebrated 

according to Vikram Samvat occur on dates which 

vary from year to year, Gopashtami falls on 

different dates every year.

In 1918, when Shri Birla was born, it fell on 

November 11. For the sake of consistency in the 

observance of his birthday, Shri Birla adopted 

October 12 as the official date of his birth, though 

members of his family and friends celebrated it on 

whatever date Gopashtami occurred according to 

the Gregorian calendar.

Raja Baldeodas Birla, Grandfather of 

Shri K.K. Birla  in early 1930s.
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Doyen of the Indian Industry

With interests varying from sugar to railway wagons 

and travel to media, octogenarian business magnate 

Dr Krishna Kumar Birla was at his enthusiastic best 

when it came to setting up new businesses. He was 

amongst the founder members of the Indian sugar 

industry which he joined in 1940. 

Dr. K.K. Birla established one of India's biggest 

business conglomerates and his industrial empire 

spans across key industries like sugar, fertilizers, 

heavy engineering, textile, shipping and media, 

among many others. 

His group companies include:

Agri-Business

?Chambal Fertlisers and Chemicals Limited 

?Indo Maroc Phosphore SA (IMACID)

?Paradeep Phosphates Limited

?Zuari Industries Limited

?Zuari Seeds Limited

Sugar

?Gobind Sugar Mills Limited

?Oudh Sugar Mills Limited

?Sutlej Industries Limited

?Upper Ganges Sugar & Industries Limited

Media

?HT Media Limited

Diversified

?CFCL Technologies Limited

?Indian Furniture Products Limited

?Simon India Limited

?Style Spa Furniture Limited

?Texmaco Limited

?Zuari Indian Oiltanking Limited

?Zuari Investments Limited

and many more...

Shri K.K. Birla with 

Shri J.R.D. Tata at a meeting called 

by the Government of India of 

Industrial Consultative Committee.

Milestones in his life

November 11, 1918 : Born at Pilani, Rajasthan

1938 : Enters family business, starting with sugar mills

1939 : Graduates with Bachelor’s degree from Hindu Collage, 

Delhi, then administered by Lahore University

1941 : Marries Manorma Devi

1946-47 : President, Indian Sugar Mills Association

1956-57 : Member, National Railway Users’ Consultative 

Committee

1957 : Joins Hindustan Times as Director

1959-67 : Member, Central Advisory Council of Industries

1961 : Sheriff of Calcutta

1963-64 : President, Indian Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta

1965-67 : President, Marwari Relief Society

1967 : Starts Zuari Agro Chemicals Ltd., which is now known 

as Zuari Industries Limited

1974-75 : President- FICCI

1983 : Took over as the Chairman of Birla Institute of 

Technology & Science (BITS) and was re-designated 

as Chancellor in 2003. 

1984 : Elected to Rajya Sabha from Rajasthan as an 

independent candidate, returns in the following two 

terms as a Congress nominee. Remained member of the 

Upper House till 2002

1985 : Set up Chambal Fertilisers & Chemicals Ltd.

1991 : Set up K K Birla Foundation to promote literature, 

research, arts and culture

1997 : Conferred Doctor of letters (Honoris Causa) by 

Pondicherry University                                     

1998 : Member, Standing Committee on Finance, Member, 

Consultative Committee for the Ministry of Finance
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A Multifaceted Personality 

08

During his innings at the helm of Indian industry, he headed several institutions like the 

Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI), the Indian Sugar 

Mills Association (ISMA) and the International Chambers of Commerce (ICC). He was 

also on the central boards of State Bank of India and ICICI Bank.

Dr. K. K. Birla also co-authored the “Bombay Plan” along with another legendary 

industrialist, late J.R.D Tata. This plan outlined the role of businesses and the government 

in building a nation. The seeds of corporate social responsibility in India were sown by 

this document which also spoke about the role of industries, entrepreneurs and policy 

makers in modernizing and developing what was then a backward India.

Way back in the year 1974, when inflation and stagnation gripped the Indian economy Dr. 

Birla forcefully and fearlessly stood for select liberalization of credit to give fillip to 

industrial production and economic revival. He was so comfortable with change and 

transformation that even when the country started the ambitious economic liberalization 

programme in the early 1990s and dispensed with the regime of licenses and quotas, he 

fully supported the move - unlike many others who even formed an informal anti-

liberalization lobby group called the "Bombay Club".

Dr. Birla was a Hindi Prabhakar (Honours in Hindi) and D.Litt (Honoris Causa). His 

contribution to the field of literature and journalism is immense through the publication of 

his works. It was a passion that Dr. Birla continued to pursue till the end.

Books written by Dr.Birla include 'Indira Gandhi: Reminiscences,' and 'Partners in 

Progress - Collection of Selected Speeches and Writings.'  His autobiography 'Brushes 

with History', published by Penguin, has vignettes of his relations with some legendary 

Indians like Mahatma Gandhi, Rajendra Prasad, Madan Mohan Malaviya, Jayaprakash 

Narayan and Morarji Desai. He also chronicled his foreign travels for 'The Hindustan 

Times' 

He liked reading, music and playing Bridge in his leisure time. He was president of the 

Bridge Federation of India for a number of years and also headed the Indian Lawn Tennis 

Association.

07

Legendary industrialist Dr Krishna Kumar Birla was a man of many facets. He had 

passion for not just expanding his well-known and much respected, business empire, but 

also towards philanthropy and education. 

During the early years, he learnt the art of being a good businessman from his father, Dr. 

Ghanashyam Das Birla, a legend in his lifetime, who established one of the largest family 

businesses in the country even before it gained Independence.  But he did not merely look 

after his father's business but quickly expanded it. Some of the well-run companies in the 

group were set up by himself. 

Like his father, he was a visionary and always maintained that it was the duty of industry 

to contribute to building of the nation.  His social views were far more progressive than 

most members of his class and generation. Although Dr. Birla was a deeply religious 

Hindu and a noted patron of temples in Kolkata and Delhi, he never deviated from the path 

of secularism for the Indian nation.

Dr. Birla had a penchant for politics and was close to a number of Indian political leaders 

like Shri Radha Krishnan, Shri Jawahar Lal Nehru, Smt. Indira Gandhi and Shri Atal 

Bihari Vajpayee. Though loyal to the Congress Party, he had friends across the political 

spectrum. He was a member of the Rajya Sabha for three successive terms from 1984 

–2002 and served on several committees of Parliament. He was also a member of National 

Integration Council of which the Prime Minister is the Chairman and all the Chief 

Ministers of the states are members along with other renowned personalities. 

Dr. K. K. Birla is known for his 

dignified unassuming personality, 

intellect, meticulous planning, and a 

deep regard for punctuality, business 

acumen and dynamic leadership. 

Spiritual strength and moral values 

were part of his personal credo. He 

made an indelible mark in the field 

of industry, education, politics, art 

and culture. For him, achieving 

excellence was a journey and not a 

destination.
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His Torchbearers

Shri K.K. Birla wih his wife, Manorama Devi 

Birla and three daughters Nandini, Jyotsna 

and Shobhana

Shri K.K.Birla with his wife, three daughters, 

three sons-in-law and grandchildren.
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Soulmates in Life and Eternity...

Shri K.K. Birla with his wife Manorama Devi 

around 1950.

Shri K.K. Birla and his wife Manorama Devi, in early 1990s.

Shri K.K. Birla with his wife Manorama Devi in 

early 1960s.

Shri K.K. Birla with his wife Manorama Devi around 1945.
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Dr. K.K. Birla, Chairman, Zuari Industries 

Limited inaugurates the new Health Centre in 

1977

Dr. K.K. Birla at an AGM of Zuari Industries Limited along with Mr. H.S. Bawa 

and Mr. Vijay Shankar

Dr. K.K. Birla during his visit to Zuari Industries, Goa Dr. K.K. Birla with Mr. H.S. Bawa during his visit 

to Zuari Industries, Goa

In the fertilizer sector, ours is the biggest group in the private sector. This puts special 

responsibility on our shoulders to provide a lead towards the social responsibility 

which every company in the corporate sector is expected to discharge

Dr. K.K. Birla

Dr. K.K. Birla forayed into Fertilizer Business in 1967 through Zuari Industries Limited, Goa, at a 

time when fertilizer industry was pre-dominantly controlled by Public Sector. Chambal Fertilisers 

and Chemicals Ltd was promoted in 1985. Today, Chambal has India's largest Private Sector urea 

manufacturing facility at Gadepan in Rajasthan. Chambal also setup a Joint Venture – Indo Maroc 

Phosphore, SA in Morocco for manufacture of Phosphoric Acid way back in 1997 when overseas 

investment by Indian Companies was a rare phenomenon. The Group further consolidated fertilizer 

business when Zuari acquired controlling stake in Paradeep Phosphate Limited in 2002 from 

Government of India. The Fertilizer Business of the Group is second largest in the country. Chambal 

has also diversified into shipping and textile business by acquiring India Steamship and Birla Textile 

Mills.

Dr. K.K. Birla and Mr. Anil Kapoor 

at Orchid unit at Zuarinagar in 

August 2006

Zuari Chambal – Paradeep
His Fertiliser Initiative
– 

Dr. K.K. Birla with some employees of Zuari 

Industries, Goa

Shri K.K. Birla visiting Zuari Nagar with 

some other dignitaries 

11 12
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Dr. K.K. Birla with Mr. H.S. Bawa, Mr. H.C. Grover and Mr. C.S. Nopany 

at Chambal Fertilisers, Gadepan, Rajasthan

Dr. K.K. Birla being facilitated at CFDAV School at Gadepan, Rajasthan

Dr. K.K. Birla during his visit 

to Chambal Fertilisers, 

Gadepan, Rajasthan

In the fertilizer sector, ours is the biggest group in the private sector. This puts special 

responsibility on our shoulders to provide a lead towards the social responsibility 

which every company in the corporate sector is expected to discharge

Dr. K.K. Birla

Zuari Chambal – Paradeep
His Fertiliser Initiative
– 

Shri K.K. Birla with villagers during his plant visit at Gadepan, Rajasthan.

Dr. & Mrs. K.K. Birla at Chambal Fertilisers, Gadepan, Rajasthan

Dr. K.K. Birla forayed into Fertilizer 

Business in 1967 through Zuari 

Industries Limited, Goa, at a time when 

fertilizer sector was pre-dominantly 

controlled by Public Sector. Chambal 

Fertilisers and Chemicals Ltd was 

promoted in 1985. Today, Chambal has 

India's largest Private Sector urea 

manufacturing facility at Gadepan in 

Rajasthan. Chambal also setup a Joint 

Venture – Indo Maroc Phosphore, SA in 

Morocco for manufacture of Phosphoric 

Acid way back in 1997 when overseas 

investment by Indian Companies was a 

rare phenomenon. The Group further 

consolidated fertilizer business when 

Zuari acquired controlling stake in 

Paradeep Phosphate Limited in 2002 

from Government of India. The 

Fertilizer Business of the Group is 

second largest in the country. Chambal 

has also diversified into shipping and 

textile business by acquiring India 

Steamship and Birla Textile Mills.
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I believe that industry must always act in public interest. We in business 

and industry, owe a commitment to the people to protect, preserve, and 

improve the environment in which we operate.

Dr. K.K. Birla

Shri K.K. Birla walking with the villagers of Pilani at the time of drought in 1973.

A view of Radha Krishna Temple at night, built by 

Shri K.K. Birla in Kolkata. This temple has become a landmark in Kolkata.

Dr. K.K.Birla inherited a legacy in which 

the creation of wealth, philanthropy and 

political leadership were all regarded as part 

of nation-building.

In his role as a philanthropist, Dr.Birla 

established the K K Birla foundation, which 

confers annually, awards in Indian 

Literature, Scientific Research, Indian 

Philosophy, Art and Culture and Sports. He 

also set up K.K.Birla Academy which 

undertakes research on Scientific, 

Historical and Cultural subjects

Dr. Birla supported many institutions 

countrywide that enriched the fabric of 

Indian society. Spiritual strength and moral 

values were regarded part of his personal 

credo. 

Dr. and Mrs. Birla also constructed Sri 

Radha -  Krishna temple in Kolkata 

(Popularly known as Birla Temple) which 

covers an area of nearly 22,000 sq. ft. With 

its shimmering sandstone exterior, the 

temple is an exquisite work of Art, 

decorated with carvings of elephants, 

flowers and bells.

Reaching out to the Society

14

Dr. KK Birla was a keen educationist. His contribution to education is no less than his contribution to the industrial 

development of India. He was deeply involved and closely associated with his visionary father Dr. G.D. Birla, in running 

both, earlier the Birla Colleges and later the Birla Institute of Technology & Science (BITS), since its inception in 1964. 

He took over as the Chairman of Birla Institute of Technology & Science in 1983 and was re-designated as Chancellor in 

2003. 

Realizing the need for promising graduates in the field of science and technology in shaping up the nation's development, 

Dr. K.K. Birla decided to carry out capacity expansion of BITS. Under his patronage, BITS started expanding by 

establishing three additional campuses in Dubai, Goa and Hyderabad. 

Today, BITS is a deemed university- with a total strength of about 9,000 students. Also, 15,000 students receive education 

of higher order through off – Campus and collaborative programmes making a total of 24,000 students. 5,000 students 

graduate from BITS every year 80% of whom are engineering graduates.

At BITS Pilani he built the capacities for the spirit of inquiry, creativity, entrepreneurial and moral leadership among 

students and became their role model. His keen interest in the affairs of BITS and Pilani town was reflected in his regular 

visits which were always eagerly awaited by the students and staff of BITS Pilani, and the local population of Pilani town.

Birla Institute of Technology & Science (BITS)

Shri K.K. Birla at BITS, Pilani in 1990 along with some members of 

the teaching staff and students.

Inauguration of BITS, Goa campus by Prime 

Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh on 5th May, 2006.

His Passion -  Spread of Education

'Education is the most important single factor in achieving rapid economic 

development and technological progress and in creating a social order founded 

on the values of freedom, social justice and equal opportunity.

Dr. K.K. Birla
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Late Dr. K.K. Birla, whom we addressed as 'Babu', left the firmament of Indian business 

creating a void which will be very difficult to fill.   Dr. Birla inherited a legacy of 

trustworthiness and was fearless in conducting his life and business.  He maintained a 

healthy balance in all aspects of his life. Dr. Birla embodied all that was fair and good in all 

his public dealings as well as his private life.  He was a father figure, a guide and helped 

everyone who approached him with any kind of need.

Dr. Birla's legacy continues to uphold his high values and traditions through various trusts 

like the K.K. Birla Foundation and the K.K. Birla Academy, set up by him and are his 

enduring contributions to the Indian society.  

I, as Babu's secretary, was closely associated with him for over 15 years. I had the privilege 

of learning a great deal from his vast experience and knowledge. It would be unfair on my 

part, not to share with you certain aspects of his day-to-day life.  'Time' was always a 

premium currency and he valued it the most.   At times, when due to unavoidable 

Dr. K.K. Birla

16

circumstances he would be getting late for any appointment, even by a minute, he would 

be very particular in informing his guest about it.  This habit of his was even true in 

informing me when he would be getting late in starting for the office in the morning.  I 

would promptly get a phone call from the Birla House that I could delay my reaching Birla 

House accordingly. Dr. Birla's appointments were scheduled with meticulous care and 

calculation to ensure that he was on time. It often required a pre-check on distance and the 

time involved in traveling and reaching his appointed place well within the decided 

schedule.

Babu's commitment was always absolute and was delivered in letter and spirit, without 

any hindrance or dilution to the beneficiary.   Honesty was ingrained in his every day life.   

He maintained a true, factual and transparent approach in all his social and financial 

dealings.   Every gift/ food item that he received, was properly acknowledged only after 

he had seen it/ tasted the same and not otherwise. 

Babu's everyday schedule had a dedicated time for the ritual of reading the Srimad 

Bhagwad Gita, which was perhaps the source of inspiration to shape his outlook and 

attitude towards life.  The sum total of his personality was a proper mix of punctuality, 

honesty, integrity and religion, which was weaved into the fabric of his everyday living. 

This helped him to have a powerful position and a dignified role in the society.

His passing away has left a great vacuum in the lives of all of us.  I pray God that this great 

soul rests in peace.

JYOTSNA SUD

Secretary to Late  Dr. K.K. Birla

“Babu” -  The Person
A Tribute
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The relationship between the Bajaj family and the Birla Family goes back more than 70 

years. It would not be wrong to say that we are one family. It's a big loss.

Rahul Bajaj 

Bajaj Auto Chairman and Rajya Sabha, MP

1817

With the death of K.K. Birla a 

strong pillar of Indian industry has 

fallen. A dedicated, hard-working 

and sincere industrialist has left 

us. The religious and social 

institutions established by him are 

a living example of his social 

commitment.

Atal Bihari Vajpayee

The former Prime Minister and 

senior BJP leader 

In League of Eminence

Shri K.K. Birla with Pandit Gobind Ballabh Pant 

when he came to stay at Birla House, New Delhi in 

late 1940s.

 Indira Gandhi at  a dinner 

with Shri K.K. Birla 

during her private visit to 

Kolkata in 1950s.

Shri K.K. Birla with Prime Minister, Pandit Jawahar Lal 

Nehru at Pilani in 1953.

With his demise, the nation 

has lost a respected 

parliamentarian, 

philanthropist, scholar and an 

eminent industrialist.

Brij Mohan Munjal 

Chairman, Hero Honda Motors

Shri K.K. Birla met 

President Bill Clinton 

at a Banquet hosted for 

him by the President, 

K.R. Narayanan in 

March, 2000.
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K.K. Birla's demise is a great loss to 

India and Indian Industry. Through 

his visionary leadership and hard 

work, Dr. Birla had established a 

business conglomerate spanning 

industries like sugar, fertilizers, 

chemicals, heavy engineering, 

textiles, shipping and media.

K.V. Kamath 

President - Confederation of India Industry 

Shri K.K. Birla with Shri Jai 

Prakash Narain in late 1960s.

Mahatmaji entering Birla House, New Delhi, where he used to 

stay. Shri K.K. Birla is holding an umbrella over him.

19

Shri K.K. Birla receiving Queen 

Elizabeth in 1961 when he was 

Sheriff of Kolkata.

In League of Eminence

I knew him for many years. He was not 

just an industrialist. I am deeply shocked 

and offer my condolence to the members 

of the Birla family.

Jyoti Basu 

CPI-M patriarch and Former Chief Minister 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi visiting Birla House, 

New Delhi on the occasion of wedding of Shri K.K. 

Birla grandson, Chandrashekhar with Shalini
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Jyoti Basu, Chief Minister of West Bengal, along with 

Shri K.K. Birla and his younger brother, Basant Kumar Birla 

at Birla Park, Kolkata

An outstanding visionary, a great parliamentarian, a business 

leader par excellence, and the builder of modern educational 

and scientific institutions

Rajeev Chandrashekhar 

FICCI President and Rajya Sabha member

Shri K.K. Birla  along with President R. Venkataraman, 

who inaugurated a memorial of Mr. G.D. Birla, 1990.

Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the Prime Minister being greeted 

by Shri K.K. Birla on the occasion of 75th year function of 

Hindustan Times in 1999.

Shri K.K. Birla with Dr. 

Rajendra Prasad after he 

became the President of 

India in 1950.

21 22

In League of Eminence

We have indeed lost a true son of 

India, whose tireless efforts have 

benefited many sections of 

society. His multidimensional 

contribution as an Industrialist, a 

caring Philanthropist, an astute 

Parliamentarian and an eminent 

scholar leaves a rich legacy for 

many to emulate. Dr. Birla's 

passing will leave a deep void in 

the industrial landscape of the 

nation.

Y C Deweshwar 

Chairman ITC Ltd

Amongst the businessmen, I 

respected him the most.

Ram Prasad Goenka 

Chairman emeritus, 

RPG Group.
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Mr. P. Chidambaram with Mr. Shyam Bhartia

Mr. B.K. Birla offering floral tribute

Shardhanjali Samaroh at 
Birla House

Mrs. Sonia Gandhi with Mrs. Shobhna Bhartia

Mr. Bhairon Singh Shekhawat at 

Shardhanjali Samaroh

23

Mr. Arun Shourie with 

Mr. Shyam  Bhartia

Mr. Lalu Prasad Yadav with 

Mr. S.K. Poddar

Mr. C.S. Nopany offering floral tribute
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We Celebrate their lives

u tk;rs fez;rs ok dnkfpUuk;a HkwRok Hkfork ok u Hkw;%A
vtks fuR;% 'kk'orks·;a iqjk.kks gU;rs gU;ekuks 'kjhjsAA

The soul is immortal. It is neither born,
nor exists in time and space.

It is indestructible and does not cease
to be with the body's demise.

¼xhrk & f}rh; v/;k;½


